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Tough Truths: The Found Are Left;
The Lost Are Found

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

September 11, 2022

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Sunday
“He’s lost.” We use that term not only to refer to someone who is bewildered about 
where they are but also to refer to someone who is in a helpless, hopeless state. 
Mankind’s natural state is one of complete spiritual helplessness, a profound 
lostness. It manifests itself in countless ways. The one who simply wants God to 
leave him alone: lost. The one who feels she can handle life on her own: lost. The 
one who thinks he has the right to repent of his sins on his own timetable and on 

his own terms: lost. The one who thinks God owes them in some way: lost. Wandering around 
physically lost can lead to winding up in bad places. But the hard truth is that wandering around 
spiritually lost puts you in the worst place of all. Fortunately, Jesus does not leave us alone in 
our lostness. He relentlessly seeks us. He involves the rest of the Christian community in seeking 
the lost and rejoicing over the found.

Copyright Information
Setting Three from Christian Worship. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New 
International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights 
reserved worldwide. Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship: 
Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
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The Service: Setting Three
Setting Three begins on page 188 in the blue hymnal.

Welcome

Hymn 706 Come unto Me, Ye Weary

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father, 
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts. 
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law. 
    We have done those things that we should not have done, 
        and we have not done those things that we should have done. 
    Have mercy on us, Lord! 
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, 
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed 
us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.
Amen.
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 190

Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Glory to God in the Highest CW 191
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Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman. Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. 

Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and follow after us that, loving 
you with undivided hearts, we may be ready for every good and useful work; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.
Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Hosea 3:1-5
Hosea and his wife are a lesson to show how the Lord seeks and redeems those who are lost.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day Psalm 51 (CW 942)

Text: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, rev. Tune: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, rev. James E. Engel, 1925–1989. Text and tune: Public domain
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Second Reading 2 Corinthians 2:5–11
Paul encourages the Corinthians to welcome back one of their own who had been lost to sin.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation Luke 15:10

Pastor sings:
There is rejoicing in the presence of the an-/ gels of God
over one sinner / who repents.

Refrain
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Gospel Luke 15:1–10
Jesus rebukes those who think they do not need to repent.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Hymn of the Day 654 Jesus Sinners Does Receive sts. 1-3
Children may come up for the Children's Message during the third verse of the hymn.

Children's Message
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Hymn of the Day 654 Jesus Sinners Does Receive sts. 4–7

Sermon

Stand

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth.
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
        born of the Virgin Mary,
        suffered under Pontius Pilate,
        was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended into hell.
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the holy Christian Church,
            the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins,
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated

Connect Card
Please take a moment now to fill out a Connect Card.

Prayer of the Church
Father in heaven, you sent your Son to bring peace and hope to our fallen world. Already in 
eternity you planned to overturn the tyranny of Satan and the ravages of sin and you kept your 
promises to restore the perfection of paradise.
Lead us to cherish your great mercy and hold to it as our priceless treasure.    
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Lord Jesus, Lamb of God, we praise you for offering your perfect life and innocent death to 
redeem the world from death and hell. You proclaimed the good news that sins are forgiven 
and life with God is restored and you called your followers to share the gospel with all people
Make us bold and confident to be witnesses to family and friends we know and love. 
  
Holy Spirit, Lord, and giver of life, through Word and sacrament you create and strengthen 
faith that trusts the promise of the Father and the work of his Son. You break down the 
barriers of resistance and rejection and bring the lost into the family of God. 
Empower and encourage us to speak about Jesus to neighbors and acquaintances. 

Special prayers and intercessions

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
 
Silent prayer
 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, move us by your great love to enter the mission fields near our 
homes and neighborhoods. Help us always to be prepared to give an answer to everyone who 
asks us to give the reason for the hope that we have. 
Guide us, strengthen us, and bless us as we share the love of Jesus. Amen.

Offering
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of 
thanks to him. If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an 
electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will 
connect you with our website’s giving page.

WELS Connection Video 100 Missions in 10 Years
 

Hymn 833 I Run to Christ
The song leaders will sing stanza 1. 

Stand

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us 
by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, 
guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come,
 your will be done
  on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
 as we forgive those
 who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
 and the glory are yours
 now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn 904 O Christ, Our True and Only Light
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Take Home/Bible Study Questions
 

1. Read Luke 15:1-2, the introduction to Jesus’ parables. In what ways do these verses help us 
better understand what Jesus is teaching in the following parables?

2. Luke 15 contains three parables all about lost things. Read the entire chapter. Then, 
compare and contrast the parables. What is Jesus emphasizing with each?

3. The ministry of the prophet Hosea was unique. His whole family life was an object lesson 
illustrating the faithfulness of the Lord and the unfaithfulness of the Northern Kingdom of 
Israel. Read Hosea 1:1-9 and 3:1-5 for more details. In what ways can we see ourselves in 
that relationship? 

4. 2 Corinthians 2:5-11 is the sequel to Paul's instructions in 1 Corinthians 6 to 
excommunicate a man caught in sin. In what ways is excommunication or church 
discipline a way of seeking the lost as Jesus calls us to do in the Gospel reading? In what 
ways can we clearly communicate this concern for the lost even through the difficult task 
of excommunication?
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News & Announcements

This Sunday’s Bible Study:
How the Christian Prepares for Death 
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

Family Bible Hour Returns Sept. 11 | 9:15-10:15 AM

Our entire church family is invited to grow in God’s Word on Sunday mornings during our Family 
Bible Hour from 9:15 to 10:15 am. There are classes for all ages.

Teens and adults can attend the Sunday Bible Study. We are beginning a new study on How the 
Christian Prepares for Death. We will not only look at what the Bible has to say about death, but also 
what practical plans you can make for your own funeral. This study meets in the cafeteria.

7th and 8th graders can attend Catechism Class, in the Bible Study Room in the West Wing.  They 
will study the basics of the Christian faith in preparation for confirmation.  

Children from 3K-6th grade can attend Sunday School. On the first day, the children will gather in 
the Welcome Center, and their teachers will lead them to their classrooms. They will learn the 
accounts and truths of the Bible through fun activities and songs.

We hope you will join us and “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” 
(2 Peter 3:18).

Spiritual Growth at Home 
Meditations. This quarterly booklet of daily devotions also contains prayers and a bible reading 
schedule. If you subscribe through the church off by Sept. 30, you can receive the discounted 
rate of $16/year. (Kindle, Nook, and Large-Print versions of the magazine are available through 
nph.net.) 

Forward in Christ. In addition to devotions and bible studies, this monthly magazine contains 
inspiring personal stories and news from our synod. Subscribe through the church office by Sept. 
30 to receive the discounted rate of $13.50/year. 

Office Help Needed Thursday Afternoons
Our current Thursday afternoon office volunteer is moving out of town. We are seeking someone to 
do proofreading and photocopying. Please contact Judy Stensberg at 715-421-3634 to volunteer.
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Apple Donations Needed  

September is here and what does that mean? It’s PIE BAKING season!! And we need your help! 
If you have apples that you are willing to donate, you may drop them off at church beginning 
September 19.  The first pie making date has been set for September 29 at 1:30 pm.  Please 
consider joining the pie making fun! We need many workers willing to peel and cut apples, mix 
the filling, or put pies together. By assisting in this way, you can help insure we are able to 
prepare enough pies for all who want to purchase them.    

Volleyball Players Take the Court  

If you enjoy watching volleyball, this is your week. St. Paul’s Lutheran School will hosting games 
this Thursday, Sept. 15 at 4:30 pm.  Plus the junior varsity team from Northland Lutheran High 
School will be playing at Port Edwards on Monday, Sept. 12 at 5:00 pm.

Retreats at Camp Philip Sept. 30-Oct. 2 

Camp Phillip in Wautoma is holding a Women’s Retreat Sept. 30-Oct. 2 and Quilting Retreat  
Nov. 4-6. Information and rates can be found at CampPhillip.com, by calling 920-787-3202, or 
by emailing office@campphillip.com.

Bank Your Scrip Earnings   

Did you know that you can start earning tuition before your child is old enough to attend school?  
Aunt, uncles, and grandparents can do this, too! Just indicate on your scrip agreement form that 
you want your earnings to go to a “Prepay Account” and list the child or family name. Want to 
learn more? Talk to someone at the scrip table on Sunday morning.

St. Paul’s School Scrip earnings for August: $246.59 for tuition and $469.32 for the school 
operating budget.

Special Prayers This Week:
 Healing for Jim Henkel – both retinas detached. Jim is the son of Mark & Hilde Henkel.
 For Joyce Jackson, who is recovering from surgery
 Chris Williams is experiencing back problems. Pray for patience and healing as the 

doctors find the source of his pain.
 Community member Eileen - for healing and deliverance.
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Calendar September 11-18

Sunday       8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship 

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word
6:30 PM Stephen Ministers Peer Group in the Resource Center 

Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service
6:30 PM Bible Book Group in the Family Room
6:30 PM Foundations of the Christian Faith in the Resource Center

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
 

Sunday    8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship 

Attendance & Offering Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  199
Anticipated offerings YTD: $  177,646
Actual offerings YTD:          $  131,521

Last week’s offering for the 
Neighborhood Table totaled $467

Upcoming Events
Sept. 16-17 ~ School Family Campout
Sept. 24 ~ Homecoming at NLHS
Sept. 29 ~ Pie Making Session

 

SUNDAY BIBLE HOUR
9:15-10:15 AM

Bring the whole family!
In-person Sunday School 

for ages 3K-6th grade
Catechism for 7th-8th grade

Bible Study for 
teens and adults

STARTS TODAY!
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org

Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


